David & Goliath – Push Down The Walls And Grow - Karl Moldrem  6/21/09

In a Google search David & Goliath brings references to:
· Conference on Biodiversity

· Athletic Events

· Political Contests

· Teens vs. adults

· Bankruptcy of a telecom company

· A Gilleon Michaels pop up (Greatest loser)

It is one of the most known Bible story of the underdog winning against all odds.  Let’s review the key verses.  
3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 

Much like what I saw touring Civil War battlefields warfare in these times was very personal – face to face.

 4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet [a] tall. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels [b] ; 6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a weaver's rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. [c] His shield bearer went ahead of him. 

Today our society is distracted by images of:
· Hate groups

· Young people

· Liberals & Conservatives

The imagery of Goliath as evil serves to motivate people to join a cause – much of it one issue ideology/litmus tests today.  These images in this scripture is powerful – we must watch how images work to build or destroy the Church – for these images provide impressions and perceptions good and bad to those on the outside.
23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear.
 28 When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle." 

 29 "Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?" 30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 

 32 David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him." 

Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."

"I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

John 14:13-14, Acts 2:21m Rm 10:13, Philippians 2:9-11

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

I would like to take you on a personal journey in which I discovered many Christians Goliath.

What is our Goliath? From my experience as a life long Christian it is the most critical part of our lives as Christians – personal discipleship and evangelism.  I grew up in the Episcopal Church where this was certainly not the norm, it wasn’t taught or spoken of by lay people – only Pastors and evangelists.   But I discovered it from a Free Methodist youth pastor, while I served it at 28 while serving as a full time youth & family pastor in an Episcopal Church in Wenatchee.  He introduced me to a ministry strategy that used a 4 level model of Christian growth – it described as all those seeking or following Jesus to fall into one of the following groups which the Church must serve

1. 
Outreach – big anonymous events

2.
Growth but wary – youth group/social events
3.
Independent growth & commitment to Jesus – Sunday School & Worship

4.
Evangelism & discipleship – Leadership training and multiplication

Most Churches again do 1-3 well but fall down in 4 - WHY ???
Similarly when we come to the Lord or return to the Lord there are 4 steps:

1.
Confess, repent and fix

2.
Ask Jesus in

3.
Get strong through prayer, worship and the Word

4.
Go and do – be discipled and reach others in your own way

Serious personal growth and evangelism are our Goliath – it is an unknown, it is awkward, frequently involves rejection

· maybe ok w/ a friend or family but not too public

Immediately I looked our youth ministry – We do well in outreach and youth group but back off on Sunday School and Church – some question their relevancy for teens – but I discovered w/o them most drifted away w/in a year.  When we began to offer and expect activity at levels 3 & 4.  To go on missions, SS & worship and even leadership classes.  What I discovered was that the reason we lost so many kids in less than a year was that we didn’t challenge their growth and they burned out when they had heard it all.  
In our adult ministries we skipped outreach and informal groups and expected all new to go strait to Sunday School & Church.  Expecting newcomers to jump into intimate groups – imagine not knowing anything about Jesus – being invited to join a small group & start Church on a communion Sunday and be invited to share in the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

Another way of looking at newcomers is that they feel like Saul facing Goliath – fear, or lack of confidence resulting in most mainline Churches loss of membership #’.  Predictable in that most of what we do is us w/o true outreach or serious leadership/discipleship training – needed for the new and the mature needing challenge.
This hasn’t always been the case:


Davenport Presbyterians and Methodists were strong in shared revivals and evangelistic events in the late 1800’s & early 1900’s – coupled w/training of common lay people to be evangelists to reach the settlers in these parts.


The women’s groups in the Waterville Episcopal Church core mission was seeding Churches, nurturing new believers and doing outreach throughout NC WA.  In addition to founding the WV church they organized – built – nurtured into strength Churches in Cashmere, Lake Chelan, Wenatchee & Leavenworth.  80 years later I was responsible for stripping the Church as it was turned into a day care.
Those were years of bold expansion, evangelism and growth for the mainline Churches.

Today many mainline Churches defer to the big mega non-denominationals for outreach and leadership/discipleship training and evangelism.

Reflecting on this issue I realized the omission of strong outreach is much like a school  only having a Varsity team w/o JV or Jr High teams – how to gain entry to a team – most kids w/o experience just won’t join.  

Regarding lack of leadership/discipleship training is like practicing with a team but never playing a game – how long would you turn out.   Growth and evangelism is the game of Christianity – It should be so easy to share about God and all He does for us.
 I discovered by watching kids grow and reach out and recall how my faith changed at age 28 when I took a David role – going boldly out to reach others what a void that was and how hollow and lacking my spiritual life was.  
Everyone grows differently but all of us if we are challenged and even expected to – will share our faith in our own way and lead others to Christ because as we continue to grow beyond participating in a safe worship experience – we discover the immense power of the Holy Spirit and the hand or direction of God in our lives – and that is definitely worth sharing. 

We must look at the obstacles or walls or attitudes in our lives and determine if we are more like Saul (the leader of an army of fearful warriors) or are like David boldly going forth in the name of Jesus (armed only with our common tools or knowledge +++ the power of Jesus and the Word of God).   Saul didn’t follow God and in the end failed, taking his own life.  
As people of God we must stick our necks out and try what seems too challenging or unrealistic.  I am a big believer in striving to do more than we or others think we are capable.  I call these personal best experiences.  Last weekend I walked in the Relay for Life.  I was only expected to walk a couple hours 5 or so miles.  Once I started I continually adjusted – stretched my goal.  I walked from 8-1 and 3-9 – I hit many walls, obstacles and intellectual reasons not to overachieve – 

1.
After all I have Parkinson’s and shouldn’t overdo it

2.
I never have walked that far at one time

3.
No one encouraged me to do it

4.
I am over 50 and 50 yo’s just don’t’ do that type of thing.

But it felt like God was walking with me and encouraging me through:
1.
Motivation each time I saw friends luminaries – especially Guy Payne’s
2.
Wanting to be an example to my kids

3.
Inspire others to go for a personal best

4.
To do and experience something that would help me be a better coach and Christian.

How did I do it:

1.
I am in pretty good shape I just don’t use it as I can – much like a Christian that is religious, worships, prays but doesn’t bring others to Jesus.

2.
I regularly asked others to walk with me and talk with me – much like a Christian must reach out to the Church and fellow Christians to achieve significant spiritual growth.
3.
I asked God to lead, guide, and protect me (and He did).  Just like a vibrant Christian does through following Jesus in all parts of their lives.

Through this I walked 40 miles at a 17 minute mile pace in 11 hours in 2 non stop legs, w/o cramps, off times from PK and without significant after effects.  We must confront those walls that minimize our personal spiritual growth – challenges those issues that are killing denominations incrementally and most importantly those walls and perceptions that keep us from sharing our faith letting the Holy Spirit loose throughout our lives.   

It was through sticking my neck out and trusting fellow Christians when I was 28 that I persevered in encouraging my growth, teaching me and holding me accountable that I really understood the imperative of John 3:16-18:

 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[a] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.[b]

And that of the Great Commission from Matthew 28:18-20

18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Once I reached out to others in the power of the Holy Spirit and nurtured mine and their spiritual growth – and allow others to hold me accountable, my Christian life and walk for forever changed.  I would even say radically transformed.

Just in time for my diagnosis and life with Parkinson’s.  Many have asked me how I am so positive and have the ability to stay the course.  It is all rooted in a vibrant faith manifested in boldness in reaching others,  that active faith is 100% responsible for my ability to see beyond PK.  God continually challenges me to grow and reach out to others resulting in amazing growth, fulfillment, challenge and emotional health.  
Perhaps this year’s most profound scripture discovery has further strengthened my resolve to grow and not let PK define me as a person, is the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus from Luke 16:19.

 19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 22"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell,[c] where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

 25"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 

 27"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

 29"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 

 30" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 

 31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "

The Christian journey requires commitment and perseverance as Paul so graphically shared in his letter to the people of Corinth found at 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

1As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2For he says, 
   "In the time of my favor I heard you, 
      and in the day of salvation I helped you."[a] I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

Paul's Hardships 

 3We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

These stories ever strengthen my resolve to grow spiritually, follow God in all parts of my life and promote the building and rebuilding the Churches of our community.  Each of us are responsible at any age to grow and reach others for Christ.  Follow David’s example to go forth boldly with the tools and skills provided each of us through our faith and the Christian community.  
So go for your personal best, achieve beyond your perception of your ability, reach out to Christians that are more mature than you are and ask them to hold you accountable and to provoke you to grow & reach out to others that they may grow resulting in a  strengthening of your family, Church and community – most of all we do this for Jesus who gave His life for each one of us – so that we can be forgiven and accept the power of the Holy Spirit within us – working powerfully through us every day of our lives.   
We must return our faith to that of our evangelistic forefathers that seeded so many evangelistic growth oriented Churches, including this one.  Individually we can just do so much – yoked together/provoking each other to heal and grow we can do so much more.  Every day we postpone individual and corporate aggressive spiritual growth – giving in to our worldly priorities and walls that limit our lives and courage – we deprive others of the ministry we would have provided them in their time of need.
On this Fathers Day I challenge each father and all others that hears or reads this message to lead the quest for growth, leadership and care for others.  All this I offer in the strong and powerful Name of Jesus.  
