Pay Attention and Follow

We start with the 3 wise men/Magi bearing gifts……….
Almost everyone is aware that these men brought gifts to King Jesus. But I wonder if you know what these presents really portrayed: “Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” By the way, your tradition of giving gifts at Christmas time did not originate with Santa Claus. It started with the Wise Men. Back then, bringing gifts was particularly important when approaching a superior.   $25-30,000
· Gold is one of the rarest and most expensive metals. It represented the wealth and power of a king. 

· Frankincense was used in the temple worship of the Lord. It represents the child’s deity. He is truly God born in a human body. 

· Then there is myrrh, a kind of perfume made from the leaves of a rose. After a person died, myrrh was used to anoint the body and prepare it for burial. My buddy John in John 19:39 tells us that after Jesus died, His body was wrapped in linen along with 75 pounds of myrrh and other spices. The gift of myrrh then, pictures His suffering and death. 

Gold pointed to his majesty . . . for he is King.

Frankincense pointed to his deity . . . for he is God.

Myrrh pointed to his humanity . . . for he was destined to be our Sacrifice.
This preparation for death by providing myrrh also has a parallel with Jesus being wrapped both at birth and death in strips of cloth
The Magi double-crossed Herod (they listened to God and saved Jesus) – Herod a person known for anger – ordered the death of all children in Bethlehem and surroundings.  Herod was threatened by the new baby.
Herod was sinister – killed his wife, 3 sons, mother-in-law, brother-in-law, uncle and many others – culminating with the death of all children under 2 in Bethlehem.  He also built many theaters, monuments and the Temple completed 68 years after his death.  Thus death by parasites…………….
God communicates through dreams.  He did w/Joseph and saved Jesus life.  God told Joseph to leave immediately that Herod intended to kill Jesus and all under age 2.  Joseph listened and left w/Mary in the middle of the night.  He took God’s word seriously.  
How do we listen to God.  Would you move quickly as Joseph?
How do we do it?

Prayer – scripture – fellowship – worship ------ God communicates today.  How do we know – Faith?  Knowledge?  Wisdom?  Outcomes?  How diligent are we in our devotional lives.
Our response?
Denial – anger – image – inconvenience – anger at God?  Would you network w/Christian friends – if you were the friend how would you respond?  Imagine being Noah… or …  blessed w/Jesus as your son – fleeing for your life traveling to Egypt and then to Nazareth.  

Do we proclaim it?  To encourage and uplift others to listen

Do we want God to be part of our lives – to control us – do we trust Him?  To be controlled by another is especially difficult for teens through the work years.  Easiest for children and mature – less encumbrances and distractions – Jesus was drawn to children and Christians esteem the more mature.
God preserved Jesus who stayed in Egypt until Herod was dead.  Prophesy again fulfilled:  Out of Egypt I called my son.  
Joseph again listened and went to Israel but heard Herods son Archelaus was reigning in Judea so went to Galilee and settled in Nazareth north of Judea, and was called a Nazarene.  The town of Nazareth is despised in many circles as they rejected Jesus in his ministry and even tried to push Jesus off a cliff.   
Luke 4:28-32  Physician heal thyself/prophet has no honor in his home town
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

God was at hand at birth – Egypt - Nazareth

God was at hand at 12 at the temple.

God was at hand at 30 when Jesus began his public ministry

God was at hand at 33 when Jesus was killed and rose

God is in has a plan for this Church, your life and the world.
Gods hand is still active in the workings of the world.  He speaks, controls and will send Jesus again.  When is not for us to know but we must be ready.

Few Christians are ready for God to take over – but He will do it if you let Him in – maybe even if you aren’t ready

Pay attention – pray/listen, scripture, fellowship, worship – God has a plan for you
Hymn 67 – Blessed Assurance
