Genesis 44   Benjamin and the silver cup/repentance

A story of testing and repentance

A 2nd trip for food this time w/Benjamin 

Returned silver and added more silver

Joseph celebrated Benjamin’s presence w/extra food

Knowing B is special placed silver cup in bag

Steward is sent after them

If guilty offer of death to guilty and slave hood to rest
Dramatic search oldest to youngest

Found in B sack

All retuned to city (didn’t run)

Judah (who saved Joseph from death) takes lead

States God has uncovered your servant’s guilt

Offer all to be slaves but J only asks for B

Fear for fathers well being – begging J for B

20 years of suppressed guilt – came to the surface

#1 cause of separation in our relationship w/God – guilt

Are we good enough – No but by grace we are accepted 

An undeserved gift

As Christians we get boxed in and either grow or weaken – faith is dynamic and is never static

Faith 1 – 10 where are you?  Are you growing or waning?  Why?

Apart from scripture and prayer – sharing/discipling is the most effective way to grow – but we tend to avoid growth when there is junk in our lives

Junk never just goes away – it is an intentional choice

Just as acceptance of Jesus and growth is a choice

Situations convict and dredge up memories and guilt

How do we respond?  Acceptance or Denial?

Where do we go with junk – to God and the Church? 
Why do we look in the rear view mirror so much when the front windshield is so much bigger?

Reason for Church is to worship with others and to care for one another.  Is our Church life intimate enough to share our fears and sin? 

For me it takes more than Sunday am – small groups – accountability

How good are we at forgiving ourselves and others?  

Which is easier?

J’s forgiveness followed some testing – he gave them challenges and tasks to do – when someone really hurts you this extra step may be prudent.  J was ready to forgive but assisted brothers in dealing w/guilt themselves

Some sin can be given away privately

Some sin it requires the assistance of your spiritual mentor


Do you have a mentor?
For me it was Tom – pushed and prodded but didn’t violate

We all need one to go to and that will challenge us

If you suffer from spiritual lethargy – let go or get help

If you are growing reach out to others

Remember faith is dynamic and always in motion

Start by reaching out close friends and family then a circle extending form this core – in your own style, just do it

Let’s work together to release and grow – it is powerful and is the mark of a strong Church – one that grows together intentionally.  This is why Sunday School and small groups are critical to a Church and its members.  Just because you feel you have it together your participation and presence is critical to the body.   Remember from 2 Corinthians about comfort – the promise and admonition.
Go forth rejoicing in God’s Holy Spirit – thankful for His Grace, forgiveness and for our Church – where we gather and support each other.   Reach out – accept a hand – don’t act like the brothers and carry burdens for years on end.
Be bold – heal – grow and remember that commission to all Christians at the end of Matthews’ gospel:  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit
